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which it is mined, it is shipped from Duluth, Superior, Two Har-
bours, Ashland, and Marquette on Lake Superior, and from Escanaba
on Lake Michigan, to various ports on Lakes Michigan and Erie.
At Chicago, Gary, and Milwaukee on the first of these, and at
Cleveland,. Erie, and Buffalo on the second, the manufacture of
iron and steel has become an important industry, as the costs of
production are reduced when the iron ore can be shipped directly
to the smelt ing-works. From Ashtabula, Conneaut, and Erie,
all on Lake Erie, very large quantities of raw ore are also sent
to the Pittsburgh district, Youngstown, and other places, either
on, or in the vicinity of, the coalfields of the Middle Appalachian
States. In the North Central Region itself, the production of
iron and steel amounts to over one-fifth that of the United
States, the chief towns engaged being situated on the lakes to which
ore and coal can both be transported at low rates.
In the Lake Superior region of the upper peninsula of Michigan,
there is a strip of land about seventy miles long and one mile wide
which contains large quantities of native copper. It occurs in
masses varying from small particles to lumps of several hundred
tons in weight, and is obtained from mines sometimes a mile below
the surface of the ground. The output is about 5 per cent that t of
the States. Coal for smelting and other purposes is easily obtained
by water from Pennsylvania, and a considerable amount of ore goes
eastward by the same route, on its way to New Jersey, where much
of it is smelted and refined.
Among other industries the manufacture of agricultural imple-
ments is perhaps the most characteristic of the North Central
Region. The great demand for every kind of field machinery from
the prairie states, the proximity of iron and coal, the facilities for
obtaining hard timber, and the bulky nature of the finished goods,
all accounts for the fact that here is produced over 75 per cent oi the
total output of the United States. Chicago, Rock Island County
and Molrne in Illinois, Racine in Wisconsin, and Springfield in Ohio
are among the leading towns engaged in the industry. It, is less
easy to account for the manufacture of motor-cars in Michigan,
especially at Detroit, but the facilities for obtaining coal, iron and
steel, and hard timber have undoubtedly played a part.
The lumber industry of the region is located chiefly in the states
of Wisconsin, Michigan, and Minnesota, which fall within the